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‘Poverty in the United States: 1986

INTRODUCTION

This report presents social and economic charac-
teristics of the population below the poverty level in
1986 based on the March 1987 Current Population
Survey (CPS). The poverty definition used here is that
adopted for official Government use by the Office of
Management and Budget and consists of a set of
money income thresholds that vary by family size and

" composition. Famjliés or individuals with income below
" “their appropriate threshold are classified as below the
poverty level. These poverty statistics exclude inmates
of institutions, Armed Forces members in barracks,
and unrelated individuals under 15 years of age. The
poverty thresholds are updated every year to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index. For example,
the average poverty threshold for a family of four was
$11,203 in 1986 and $10,989 in 1985. These thresh-
olds are based on money income only and do not
include the value of noncash benefits such as employer-
provided health insurance, food stamps, or Medicaid.
For further discussion, see the section entitled “Col-
lection and Limitations of Poverty Data.”

The data in the report consist of cross classifica-
tions of poverty status by such characteristics as age,
race, sex, family relationship, educational attainment,
work experience, and type of income received. Although
the primary focus of these data is on the United States
as a whole, some tables also show data by region and
type of residence. The text under the heading “Poverty
in 1986"” was drawn from the advance report, Series
P-60, No. 157, Money Income and Poverty Status of
Families and Persons in the United States: 1986. In
the text, the terms “poverty population,” “poor,” and
“below the poverty level” are used interchangeably,
as are the terms “nonpoor’” and “above the poverty
level.” Characteristics such as age and marital status
are as of the survey date (March 1987), while income,
poverty, and work experience data refer to the whole
previous calendar year (e.g., 1986). In the report, the
reference year cited refers to the “income” year.

POVERTY IN 1986

The number of persons below the poverty level
was 32.4 million in 1986 and the poverty rate was 13.6

percent.’ The number of poorin 1986 was not statis-
tically different from the 1985 figure, but was below
the recent peak of 35.3 million recorded in 1983. The
1986 poverty rate of 13.6 percent was lower than the
1985 rate of 14.0 percent at the 90-percent confidence
level but not at the 95-percent level. The poverty rate
was 15.2 percent in 1983.

Poverty data using the official Government defini-
tion were first tabulated for 1959. The poverty rate fell
dramatically in the 1960’s, decreasing from 22 percent
to 12 percent in 1969. During the same period, the
number .of poor declined from 39.9 million to 24.1
million. During the 1970-77 period, the size of the
poverty population fluctuated between 23 and 26
million, and the poverty rate was in the 11 to 13
percent range. From 1978 to 1983, the number of
persons in poverty increased by 44 percent, from 24.5
to 35.3 million, and the poverty rate rose from 11to 15
percent.

Whites represented 69 percent of the poor in 1986,
Blacks represented.28 percent, and the remainder
were persons of other races (principally Asians and
American Indians). The poverty rate in 1986 was 11
percent for Whites, 31 percent for Blacks, and 16
percent for persons of other races. The poverty rate
for persons of Hispanic origin {(who may be of any
race) was 27 percent in 1986. Neither the number of
poor nor the poverty rate changed significantly for
Whites, Blacks, or persons of other races between
1985 and 1986. Among Hispanics, the number in
poverty did not change between 1985 and 1986, but
their poverty rate declined from 29 percent to 27
percent. ‘ :

The poverty rate for Whites has declined since 1983
(the rate in that year was 12 percent), but the 1986 rate
was higher than the 1978 rate of 9 percent (1978 was
arecent low-point in the poverty rate).z'Among Blacks,
the 1986 poverty rate was lower than the 1983 figure
of 36 percent and was at about the same level as the
1978 rate. The 1986 rate among persons of Hispanic
origin was not statistically different from the 1983 rate
but was well above the 1978 rate of 22 percent.

1At the 90-percent confidence level, the number of poor persons
in 1986 could vary between 31.6 and 33.2 million. At the 90-percent
confidence level, the poverty rate could vary between 13.3 and 13.9
percent.

2The poverty rate in 1978 was not statistically different from the
surrounding vears of 1977 and 1979. -



The number of poor and the poverty rates in the
Northeast and Midwest Regions declined between
1985 and 1986, but there were no significant changes
in the South or West. Each of the four regions had a
1986 poverty rate that was lower than the 1983 rate.

The number of poor families in 1986 was about 7
million, not significantly different from the 1985 figure.
About 44 percent of poor families were composed of

married-couple families, and 51 percent were com-

posed of families with a female householder, no
husband present. The number of poor married-couple
families decreased from 3.4 to 3.1 million between
1985 and 1986, but the number of poor families
maintained by a woman with no husband present did
not change significantly.

The number of poor families has decreased since
1983, when there were about 7.6 million, as has their
poverty rate (12 percent in 1983; 11 percent in 1986).
Similarly, the number of married-couple families below
the poverty level decreased during the 1983-86 period,
from 3.8 to 3.1 million and their poverty rate dropped
from 8 to 6 percent. The number of poor families with
a female householder and no spouse present was
about 3.6 million in both 1983 and 1986, and their
poverty rate was about 35 percent in both years.

Persons in families represented 76 percent of the
poor in 1986 and persons living alone or with nonrel-
atives represented 21 percent (persons in unrelated
subfamilies made up the remainder of the poverty
population). Between 1985 and 1986, the number of
family members in poverty declined by about 1 million
but the number of poor unrelated individuals did not
change significantly. Between 1983 and 1986, the
number of .poor family members declined by 3.2
million, but the number of poor unrelated individuals
showed no statistically significant change.

The poverty rate in 1986 was about 20 percent for
related children under 18 years old in families and 12
percent for persons 65 years and over. These rates
were hot statistically different from the 1985 rates, but
were lower than the 1983 rates (22 percent and 14
percent, respectively). -

The 1986 poverty rate was higher in central cities of
metropolitan areas and in nonmetropolitan areas {both
about 18 percent) than in suburban areas (about 8
percent). The poverty rate in central cities declined

from 19 percent in 1985, while the rates for suburban -

and nonmetropolitan areas did not change signifi-
cantly. The number of poor in central cities declined
by about 900,000 between 1985 and 1986.

One-half of poor family householders worked at

“some time during 1986, and 17 peréent worked year-

round, full-time. Neither of these proportions changed .

between 1985 and 1986.

In 1986, the average amount of additional money
needed to raise the incomes of poor families above

their respective poverty threshold was about $4,400.
. For unrelated individuals the comparable figure was
about $2,500.

'COLLECTION AND LIMITATIONS OF POVERTY
DATA

This report presents findings from the Income Sup-
plement of the Census Bureau’s Current Population
Survey of March 1987. The information was collected
from a sample of persons representing the civilian
noninstitutional population and members of the Armed
Forces living off post or with their families on post in
the United States. Because the collection of income
data in the survey is restricted to persons 15 years old
and over, unrelated individuals under 15 are excluded
from this report. In addition, poverty numbers and
rates exclude inmates of institutions, and Armed Forces
members living in barracks.

The poverty definition used in this report is based
on an index developed at the Social Security Admin-
istration (SSA) in 1964, and revised by Federal Inter-
agency Committees in 1969 and 1981. A directive
from the Office of Management and Budget, originally
issued in 1969, established the Census Bureau'’s sta-
tistics on poverty as the standard data series to be
used by all Federal agencies.?

The poverty concept is a statistical measure based
on the Department of Agriculture’s 1961 Economy
Food Plan. it reflects the different consumption require-
ments of families in relation to their size and compo-
sition, and the age of the family householder. A ratio
of food expenditures to income of one-third, based on
the Department of Agriculture’s 1955 Survey of Food
Consumption, was used to derive the original poverty
thresholds from the economy food plan. The poverty
thresholds have been updated annually based on
changes in the Consumer Price Index. For further
details, see appendix A.

~ Data on income collected in the CPS are limited to
money income received before payments for per-
sonal income taxes and deductions for Social Secu-
‘rity, union ~dues,- Medicare ‘premiums, -etc.-Money
income is the sum of the amounts received from
earnings; Social Security and public assistance pay-
ments; dividends, interest, and rent; unemployment
and worker's compensation; government and private
employee pensions; and other periodic income. (Cer-
tain money receipts such as capital gains are not
included.) Readers should be aware that for many

-—different reasons- there-is “a~tendency in household

3statistical Policy Handbook, Directive 14, Office of Federal
Statistical Policy and Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce,
May 1978.




surveys for respondents to underreport their income.
For additional information on this topic, see Appendix
C, "Underreporting of Income.”

Money income does not reflect the fact that many
families received part of their income in the form of
nonmoney transfers. Many low-income families received
benefits such as food stamps, health benefits, and
subsidized housing; other families received employer-
provided benefits such as health insurance coverage,
contributions to retirement plans, and payment for
education expenses.

Beginning with the March 1980 survey, the CPS
income supplement has included a group of ques-
tions on the receipt of selected noncash benefits
during the previous year. The means-tested benefits
covered in the March 1987 survey were food stamps,
free or reduced-price school lunches, public or subsi-
dized housing, and Medicaid. Questions were also
asked about the following nonmeans-tested benefits:
Medicare, CHAMPUS or other military health care,
employer-provided insurance plans, and employer-
provided group health insurance plans. Data on such
benefits for 1985.are contained in Current Population
Reports, Series P-60, No. 155, Receipt of Selected
Noncash Benefits: 1985.That report shows that about
59 percent of all poor households received at least
one of the following means-tested noncash benefits in
1985: food stamps, free or reduced-price school lunches,
Medicaid, and publicly owned or other subsidized
housing.

Technical Paper 57, Estimates of Poverty Including
the Value of Noncash Benefits: 1986, focuses on five
major noncash benefits: food stamps, free or reduced-
price school lunches, Medicaid, Medicare, and pub-
licly owned or subsidized housing. The paper pre-
sents two different methods for valuing these benefits:
(1) market value, (2) recipient value. It is the fifth in a
series of technical papers updating the estimates to
1986; Technical Papers 50, 51, 52, 55, and 56 contain
estimates for the period 1979 through 1985. Since the
same poverty thresholds were used as in the official
definition, the resulting poverty estimates are all lower
than the official estimates. The report for 1986 shows
that if selected benefits had been counted as income,
the official estimate of poverty would have been
reduced by 8 to 34 percent, depending on the range of
benefits valued and the method used.

It should be noted that there is no general agree-
ment on how to value these benefits, which benefits

should be valued or whether any noncash benefits

should be valued without adjusting the poverty thresholds.?

“The Census Bureau’s income concept does not assign a value
to any noncash benefit, regardiess of the persons’ or family’s
income level. Benefits such as employer-provided health and life
insurance, pension plans, stock options, and use of company
automobiles are not valued and not included as income.

See Proceedings of the Conference on the Measure-
ment of Noncash Benefits, Dec. 12-14, 1985, Vol. 1,
and also Harold W. Watts, “Have Our Measures of
Poverty Become Poorer?” Focus, Volume 9, No. 2,
Summer 1986, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Insti-
tute for Research on Poverty.

RELATED REPORTS

- Current Population Survey. A detailed explanation of

the poverty concept appears in “The Measure of
Poverty, A Report to Congress as Mandated by the
Education Amendments of 1974,” prepared by a Pov-
erty Studies Task Force under the auspices of the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. This
report also discusses limitations of the poverty defini-
tion and presents alternative methods for measuring
poverty. ‘ , ’

_ A detailed description of the original poverty index
developed by the Social Security Administration appears
in the following articles by Mollie Orshansky pub-
lished in the Social Security Bulletin, “Counting the
Poor: Another Look at the Poverty Profile,” January
1965, and “Who's Who Among the Poor: A Demo-
graphic View of Poverty,” July 1965.

Data on persons in poverty based on the original
poverty definition appear in Current Population Reports,
Series P-60, No. 54, The Extent of Poverty in the
United States: 1959 to 1966. Data based on the
revised definition of poverty appear in later reports in
the P-60 series. Poverty data are also included in
some reports in the P-20 and P-23 series of the
Current Population Reports. All relevant titles are
listed on the inside of the back cover of this report.
Data based on the Current Population Survey showing
the distribution of families and persons by income
levels also appear in the P-60 series; the latest report
is P-60, No. 156, Money Income of Households, Fam-
ilies and Persons in the United States: 1985,

Detailed data on the receipt of noncash benefits in
1986, including the poverty status of recipients appear
in Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 155,
Receipt of Selected Noncash Benefits: 1985. Several
approaches to the valuation of these benefits are
explored in Technical Paper 57, Estimates of Poverty
Including the Value of Noncash Benefits: 1986.

Decennial census. Poverty data collected in the 1980
Census are available for all States on computer files
(referred to as summary tape files, or STF's) as well as
in published reports. Summary Tape File 3 contains
poverty data cross classified by race, age, type of
family, and presence of children, for States, standard
metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA's), counties, county
subdivisions, incorporated places, and census tracts.



Various subfiles of STF3 present information for neigh-
borhoods, Congressional districts, school districts,
and zip code areas. There are three report series
based on STF3: Series PHC80-3, Summary Character-
istics for Governmental Units and Standard Metropol-
ftan Statistical Areas, Series PHC80-4, Congressional

Districts of the 98th Congress, and Series PHC80-S2,

Advance Estimates of Social, Economic, and Housing
Characteristics.

Summary Tape File 4 provides somewhat more
detailed information on the age and family structure of
the poverty population, and additional characteristics
includ-ing receipt of Social Security and public assis-
tance income, work experience, and ratio of income to
the poverty level. All items in STF4 are repeated by
race and Hispanic origin. Data are shown for States,

SMSA'’s, counties, county subdivisions, places, and
tracts. The three report series based on STF4 are
Series PC80-1-C, General Social and Economic Char-
acteristics, Series PHC80-2, Census Tracts, and Series
HC80-1-B, Detailed Housing Characteristics.

More detailed poverty data for fewer geographic
areas (States, SMSA's, counties, and cities of 50,000
or more inhabitants) are presented in STF5. This file is .
the basis for Series PC80-1-D, Detailed Population
Characteristics, and Series HC80-2, Metropolitan Hous-
ing Characteristics. Inquiries concerning availability of
printed reports, computer tapes, and microfiche may
be addressed to Data User Services Division, Cus-
tomer Services, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
DC 20233. '




Table 1. Poverty Status of Persons, by Family Relationship, Race, and Hispanic O

1959 to 1986

(Numbers in thousands. Persons as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

rigin:

All persons Persons in families Unretated individuals
i Families with female householder,
All families '
»::eh.gr:cntgrislic Below poverty level no husband present Below poverty level

Below poverty level Below poverty level

Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent |. Total Number Percent
ALL RACES

238 534 32 370 136 205 459 24 754 12.0 3t 152 11 944 38.3 31 679 6 846 216
236 594 33 064 14.0 -203 963 25 729 126 30 878 11 600 3786 31 351 6 725 215
233 816 33 700 14.4 202 288 26 458 13.1 30 844 11 831 38.4 30 268 6 609 218
231 700 35 303 15.2 201 338 27 933 13.9 30 049 12 072 40.2 29 158 6 740 231
229 412 34 398 150 200 385 27 349 13.6 28 834 1 701 40.6 27 908 6 458 231
227 157 31 822 14.0 . 198 541 24 850 12,5 28 587 11 051 38.7 27 714 6 490 23.4
225 027 29 272 13.0 196 963 22 601 115 27 565 10 120 36.7 27 133 6 227 229
222 903 26 072 11.7 195 860 19 964 10.2 26 927 9 400 ‘349 26 170 5 743 219
215 656 24 497 114 191 071 19 062 10.0 26 032 9 269 35.6 24 585 § 435 221
213 867 24 720 11.6 190 757 19 505 10.2 25 404 9 205 36.2 23 110 5 216 22.6
212 303 24 975 118 190 844 19 632 10.3 24 204 9 029 373 21 459 5 344 249
210 864, 25 877 123 190 630 20 789 10.9 23 580 8 846 375 20 234 5 088 25.1
209 362 23 370 112 190 436 18 817 9.9 23 1685 B 462 36.5 18 926 4 553 241
207 621 22 973 1.1 189 361 18 299 9.7 21 823 8 178 375 18 260 4 674 256
004 24 460 1.9 189 193 19 577 10.3 21 264 8 114 38.2 16 811 4 883 29.0
204 554 25 559 125 188 242 20 405 10.8 20 153 7797 38.7 16 311 5 154 31.6
202 183 25 420 126 186 692 20 330 10.9 19 673 7 503 38.1 15 491 5 090 329
199 517 24 147 121 184 891 19 175 10.4 17 995 6 879 38.2 14 626 4 972 34.0
197 628 25 389 128 183 825 20 695 1.3 18 048 6 890 38.7 13 803 4 694 34.0
195 672 27 769 14.2 182 558 27N 125 17 788 6 898 38.8 13 114 4 998 38.1
193 388 "28 510 14.7 181 117 23 809 131 17 240 6 861 39.8 12 271 4 701 38.3
191 413 33 185 173 179 281 28 358 15.8 16 371 7 524 46.0 12 132 4 827 39.8
189 710 36 055 19.0 177 653 30 912 174 (NA) 7 297 44.4 12 057 5 143 42.7
187 258 36 436 19.5 176 076 31 498 17.9 (NA) 7 646 47.7 11 182 4 938 44.2
184 276 38 625 21.0 173 263 33 623 194 (NA) 7781 50.3 11 013 5 002 45.4
181 277 39 628 219 170 131 34 509 20.3 (NA) 7 252 48.1 11 146 5 119 45.9
179 503 39 851 222 168 615 34 925 20.7 (NA) 7 247 489 10 888 4 926 45.2
176 657 39 490 224 165 858 34 562 208 {NA) 7 014 49.4 10 699 4 928 46.1
202 282 22 183 1.0 174 024 16 393 9.4 20 163 6 171 N 306 27 143 5198 19.2
200 918 22 860 114 172 863 17 125 9.9 20 105 5 990 29.8 27 067 5 299 19.6
198 941 22 955 115 171 839 .17 299 10.1 19 727 5 866 29.7 26 094 5 181 19.9
197 496 23 984 1241 171 407 18 377 10.7 19 256 6 017 31.2 25 206 5 189 20.6
195 919 23 517 120 170 748 18 015 10.6 18 374 5 686 30.9 24 300 5 041 20.7
194 504 21 553 111 169 868 16 127 95 18 795 § 600 29.8 23 ¢33 5 061 21.2
192 912 19 699 10.2 168 756 14 587 8.6 17 642 4 940 28.0 23 370 4 760 20.4
191 742 17 214 9.0 168 461 12 495 7.4 17 349 4 375 25.2 22 587 4 452 19.7
186 450 16 259 87 165 193 12 050 7.3 16 877 4 371 25.9 21 257 4 209 19.8
185 254 16 416 89 165 385 12 364 75 16 721 4 474 26.8 19 869 4 051 20.4
184 165 16 713 9.1 165 571 12 500 75 15 941 4 463 28.0 18 594 4 213 227
183 164 17 770 9.7 165 661 13 799 8.3 15 577 4 577 29.4 17 503 3 972 227
182 376 15 736 86 166 081 12 181 7.3 15 433 4 278 27.7 16 295 3-555 21.8
181 185 15 142 8.4 165 424 11 412 6.9 14 303 4 003 28.0 15 761 3 730 23.7
180 125 16 203 9.0 165 630 12 268 7.4 13 739 3 770 27.4 14 495 3 935 271
179 398 17 780 9.9 165 184 13 566 8.2 13 502 4 099 30.4 14 214 4 214 29.6
177 376 17 484 9.9 163 875 13 323 8.1 13 226 3 761 28.4 13 500 4 161 308
175 349 16 659 9.5 162 779 12 623 7.8 12 285 3 577 29.14 12 570 4 036 321
173 732 17 395 10.0 161 777 13 546 8.4 12 190 3 551 29.1 11 955 3 849 32.2
172 038 18 983 11.0 160 720 14 851 9.2 12 131 3 453 28.5 11 318 4132 36.5
170 247 19 290 13 159 561 15 430 9.7 12 261 3 646 29.7 10 686 3 860 36.1
168 732 22 496 133 158 255 18 508 117 11 573 4 092 354 10 477 3 988 38.1
167 313 24 957 14.9 156 898 20 716 132 (NA) 391 334 10 415 4 241 40.7
165 309 25 238 15.3 155 584 21 149 136 (NA) 4 051 35.6 9 725 4 089 420
162 842 26 672 16.4 153 348 22 613 14.7 "(NA) 4 089 37.9 9 494 4 059 427
160 306 27 890 17.4 150 717 23 747 15.8 (NA) 4 062 37.6 9 589 4:143 43.2
158 863 28 309 178 149 458 24 262 16.2 (NA) 4 296 39.0 9 405 4 047 43.0
156 956 2B 484 18.1 147 802 24 443 16.5 {NA) 4 232 40.2 9 154 4 041 441
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Table 1. Poverty Status of Persons, by Family Relafionship, Race, and Hispanic Origin:
1959 to 1986 —Con.

{Numbers in thousands. Persons as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

All persons Persons in families Unrelated individuals
L Families with female householder
All families '
no husband present
Yc?la:;r:&‘;vislic Below poverty level P Below poverty level

Betow poverty level Below poverty level
Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent
28 871 8 983 KIN| 24 910 7 410 29.7 10 175 5 473 53.8 3 714 143 38.5
28 485 8 926 313 24 620 7 504 305 10 041 5 342 53.2 3 641 1264 34.7
28 087 9 490 33.8 24 387 8 104 33.2 10 384 5 666 546 3 501 1 255 358
27 678 9 882 35.7 24 138 8 376 347 10 059 5 736 57.0 3 287 1338 40.7
27 216 9 697 35.6 23 948 8 355 34.9 9 699 5 698 58.8 3 051 1229 40.3
26 834 9 173 342 23 423 7 780 33.2 9 214 5 222 56.7 3 277 1 296 39.6
26 408 8 579 325 23 084 7 190" 311 9 338 4 984 53.4 3 208 1314 41.0
25 944 8 050 31.0 22 666 6 800 30.0 9 065 4 816 53.1 3 127 1 168 37.3
24 956 7 625 30.6 22 027 6 493 29.5 8 689 4 712 54.2 2 929 1132 38.6
24 710 7726 31.3 21 850 6 667 30.5 8 315 4 595 55.3 2 860 1 059 37.0
24 399 7 595 3 21 840 6 576 30.1 7 926 4 415 55.7 2 559 1019 39.8
24 089 7 545 N3 21 687 6 '533 30.1 7 679 4 168 543 2 402 1011 421
23 699 7 182 30.3 21 341 6 255 29.3 7 483 4 116 55.0 2 359 927 39.3
23 512 7 388 31.4 21 328 6 560 308 7 188 4 064 56.5 2 183 828 37.9
23 144 7 710 333 21 116 6 841 324 7125 4 139 58.1 2 028 870 42.9
22 784 7 396 325 20 900 6 530 31.2 6 398 3 587 56.1 1 884 866 46.0
22 515 7 548 3385 20 724 6 683 322 6 225 3 656 58.7 1791 865 48.3
2 0m 7 095 322 20 192 6 245 30.9 5 537 3 225 58.2 1819 850 46.7
21 944 7 616 347 (NA) 6 839 33.7 (NA). 3312 58.9 (NA) 777 46.3
21 590 8 486 393 (NA) 7 677 38.4 (NA) 3 362 61.6 (NA) 809 49.3
21 206 8 867 418 (NA) 8 090 409 {NA) 3 160 65.3 {NA) 777 54.4
‘18 013 " 9927 §5.1 (NA) 9 112 549 (NA) 2 416 706 1 430 815 57.0
18 758 5 117 273 16 880 4 469 26.5 3 631 1 921 52.9 1 685 553 32.8
18 075 5 236 29.0 16 276 4 605 283 3 561 1983 56.7 1 602 532 33.2
16 916 4 806 284 15 293 4192 27.4 i 3 139 1 764 56.2 1 481 545 36.8
16 544 4 633 28.0 15 075 4 113 273 3 032 1 670 55.1 1 364 457 33.5
14 385 4 301 299 13 242 3 865 29.2 2 664 1 601 60.1 1018 358 35.1
14 021 3 713 26.5 12 922 3 349 259 2 622 1 465 55.9 1 005 313 311
13 600 3 491 257 12 547 3143 25.1 2 421 1319 54.5 970 312 322
13 371 2 921 21.8 12 291 2 599 211 2 058 1 053 51.2 99 286 28.8
12 079 2 607 216 11 193 2 343 209 1817 1024 56.4 886 264 29.8
12 046 2 700 224 11 249 2 463 219 1 901 1077 56.7 797 237 29.8
11 269 2 783 24.7 10 552 2 516 238 1 766 1 000 56.6 716 266 37.2
11117 2 991 26.9 10 472 2 7\55 26.3 1 842 1 053 57.2 645 236 36.6
11 201 2 575 23.0 10 584 2 374 224 1723 915 53.1 617 201 32.6
10 795 2 366 219 10 269 2 209 215 1 534 881 57.4 526 157 209

Hispanic persons may be of any race.

from persons in families.

Note: Prior to 1979 persons in unrelated subfamilies were included in persons in tamilies. Beginning in 1979 persons in unrelated subfamilies are included in all persons but are excluded




Table 2. Poverty Status of Persons, by Age, Race, and Hispanic Origih: 1959 to 1986

(Numbers in thousands. Persons as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

. Under 18 years 18 to 64 years 65 years and over
Yearand All persons Retated children in families Below poverty Below poverty
characteristic Below poverty Below poverty
Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Totat Number Percent Totat Number Percent
ALL RACES
62 948 12 876 20.5 62 009 12 257 19.8 147 631 16 017 10.8 27 975 3 477 12.4
62 876 13 010 207 62 019 12 483 20.1 146 396 16 598 11.3 27 322 3 456 12.6
62 447 13 420 21.5 61 681 12 929 21.0 144 551 16 952 1.7 26 818 3 330 12.4
62 334 13 911 223 61 578 13 427 218 143 052 17 767 12.4 26 313 3 625 13.8
62 345 13 647 219 61 565 13 139 213 141 328 17 000 12.0 25 738 3 751 14.6
62 449 12 505 20.0 61 756 12 068 19.5 139 477 15 464 1.1 25 231 3 853 15.3
62 914 11 543 18.3 62 168 11 114 17.9 137 428 13 858 10.1 24 686 3 871 15.7
63 375 10 377 16.4 62 646 9 993 16.0 135 333 12 014 8.9 24 194 3 682 15.2
62 311 9 931 15.9 61 987 9 722 15.7 130 169 11 332 8.7 23 175 3 233 14.0
63 137 10 288 16.2 62 823 10 028 16.0 128 262 11 316 8.8 22 468 3177 14.1
64 028 10 273 16.0 63 729 10 081 158 126 175 11 389 9.0 22 100 3 313 15.0
65 079 11 104 17.1 64 750 10 882 16.8 124 122 11 456 9.2 21 662 3 317 15.3
66 134 10 156 15.4 65 802 9 967 15.1 122 101 10 132 8.3 21 127 3 085 14.6
66 959 642 14.4 66 626 9 453 14.2 120 060 9 977 8.3 20 602 3 354 16.3
67 930 10 284 15.1 67 592 10 082 14.9 117 957 10 438 8.8 20 117 3 738 18.6
68 816 10 551 15.3 68 474 10 344 15.1 115 911 10 735 9.3 19 827 4 273 216
69 159 10 440 15.1 68 815 10 235 14.9 113 770 10 187 9.0 19 254 4 793 24.6
69 090 9 691 14.0 68 746 9 501 13.8 111 628 9 669 8.7 18 899 4 787 25.3
70 385 10 954 15.6 70 035 10 739 15.3 108 684 9 803 9.0 18 559 4 632 25.0
70 408 11 656 16.6 70 058 11 427 16.3 107 024 10 725 10.0 18 240 5 388 29.5
70 218 12 389 17.6 69 869 12 146 17.4 105 241 11 007 10.5 17 929 5 114 28.5
69 986 14 676 21.0 69 638 14 388 20.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
69 711 16 051 23.0 69 364 15 736 22.7 {NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
‘69 181 16 005 231 68 837 15 691 228 {NA) (NA} (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
67 722 16 963 25.0 67 385 16 630 247 {NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
66 121 16 909 25.6 65 792 16 577 25.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
65 601 17 634 26. 65 275 17 288 26.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) {NA) (NA)
64 315 17 552 27.3 63 995 17 208 26.9 96 685 16 457 17.0 15 557 5 481 35.2
51 111 8 209 16.1 50 356 7 714 15.3 125 998 11 285 9.0 25 173 2 689 10.7
51 031 8 253 16.2 50 358 7 838 15.6 125 258 11 909 95 24 629 2 698 11.0
50 814 8 472 16.7 50 192 8 086 16.1 123 922 11 904 96 24 206 2 579 10.7
50 726 8 862 17.5 50 183 8 534 17.0 123 014 12 347 10.0 23 754 2776 11.7
50 920 8 678 17.0 50 305 8 282 16.5 121 766 1 971 958 23 234 2 870 124
51 140 7 785 15.2 50 553 7 429 147 120 574 10 790 8.9 22 791 2 978 131
51 653 71813 13.9 51 002 6 817 134 118 935 .9 478 8.0 22 325 3 042 13.6
52 262 6 193 118 51 687 5 909 1.4 117 583 8 110 6.9 21 898 2 911 133
51 669 5 831 1.3 51 409 5 674 1.0 113 832 7 897 6.9 20 950 2 530 121
52 563 6 097 11.6 52 299 5 943 1.4 112 374 7 893 7.0 20 316 2 426 1.9
53 428 6 189 116 53 167 6 034 1.3 110 717 7 890 741 20 020 2 633 13.2
54 405 6 927 12.7 54 126 6 748 125 109 105 8 210 7.5 19 654 2 634 13.4
55 590 6 223 11.2 55 320 6 079 1.0 107 579 7 053 6.6 19 206 2 460 128
(NA) (NA) (NA) 56 211 5 462 9.7 (NA) (NA} (NA) (NA) 2 698 14.4
{NA) {NA) (NA) 57 181 5 784 10.1 {NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 3 072 16.8
(NA) (NA) (NA) 58 119 6 341 10.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 3 605 19.9
(NA) (NA} (NA) 58 472 6 138 10.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 4011 226
(NA) {NA) (NA 58 578 5 667 9.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 4 052 233
-(NA) {NA) (NA) {NA) 6 373 10.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) 17 062 3 939 23.1
(NA) (NA) (NA) {NA) 6 729 1.3 {NA) (NA}) (NA) 16 791 4 646 217
(NA) {NA) (NA) {NA) 7 204 12.1 (NA} {NA) (NA) 16 514 4 357 26.4
(NA) (NA) (NA) {NA) 8 595 14.4 {NA) {NA) (NA) {NA) (NA) {NA)
(NA) {NA) {NA} {NA) 1229 20.0 {NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
(NA) {NA) (NA) (NA) 1 386 20.6 {NA) (NA) {NA) (NA) 4 744 331




Table 2. Poverty Status of Persons, by Age, Race, and Hispanic Orlgm. 1959 to 1986-Con

(Numbers in thousands. Persons as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Under 18 years

18 to 64 years

65 years and over

Year and All persons Related children in families Below poverty Below poverty
characteristic Below poverty Below poverty '

Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent
9 629 4 148 431 9 467 4 037 427 16 811 4 113 243 2 331 722 31.0
9 545 4 157 436 9 405 4 057 431 16 667 4 052 243 2273 77 315
9 480 4 413 46.6 9 356 4 320 46.2 16 369 4 368 26.7 2 238 710 3.7
9 417 4 398 46.7 9 245 4 273 46.2 16 065 4 694 29.2 2197 791 36.0
9 400 4 472 47.6 9 269 4 388 47.3 15 692 4 415 28.1 2124 811 | 38.2
9 374 4 237 45.2 9 291 4170 |. 449 15 358 4 117 268 2 102 820 39.0
9 368 3 961 423 9 287 3 906 421 14 987 3 835 256 2 054 783 38.1
9 307 3 833 41.2 9 172 3 745 40.8 14 596 3 478 238 2 040 740 36.2
9 229 3 830 4.5 9 168 3 781 41.2 13 774 3133 227 1 954 662 33.9
9 296 J 888 41.8 9 253 3 850 416 13 483 3137 233 1 830 701 36.3
9 322 3 787 40.6 9 291 3 758 40.4 13 224 3 163 239 1 852 644 348
9 421 3 925 41.7 9 374 3 884 414 12 872 2 968 231 1795 652 36.3
9 439 3 755 39.8 9 384 3713 38.6 12 539 2 836 226 1721 591 34.3

(NA) (NA) (NA) 9 405 3 822 406 (NA) (NA) (NA} 1672 620 37.1

(NA) (NA) " (NA) 9 426 4 025 427 (NA) (NA) (NA} 1603 640 39.9

(NA) (NA) (NA) 9 414 3 836 40.4 (NA) (NA) {NA} 1 584 623 39.3

(NA) (NA) (NA) 9 448 3 922 415 (NA) (NA) (NA} 1422 683 48.0

(NA) (NA) (NA) 9 290 3 677 396 (NA) (NA) (NA) 1373 689 50.2

(NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 4188 43.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) 1374 655 47.7

(NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) . 4558 47.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) 1 341 715 53.3

(NA) (NA) {NA) (NA) 4774 50.6 {NA) (NA) (NA) 1311 722 56.1

(NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 5 022 65.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) m 62.5
6 646 2 507 37.7 6 511 2 413 37.1 11 206 2 406 215 906 204 22,5
6 475 2 606 403 6 346 2 512 39.6 10 685 241 226 915 219 239
6 068 2 376 39.2 5 982 2 317 38.7 10 029 2 254 22,5 819 176 215
6 066 2 312 38.1 5 977 2 253 37.7 9 697 2 148 225 782 173 22.1
5 527 2181 38.5 5 436 2 117 38.9 8 262 1 963 238 596 159 26.6
5 369 1 925 35.9 5 291 1 874 35.4 8 084 1 642 20.3 568 146 257
5 276 1 749 33.2 5211 1718 33.0 7 740 1 563 202 582 179 30.8
5 483 1 535 28.0 5426 1 505 27.7 7 314 1232 16.8 574 154 268
5 012 1 384 276 4 972 1 354 27.2 6 527 1 098 16.8 539 125 23.2
5 028 1422 28.3 5 000 1 402 28.0 6 500 1 164 179 518 113 219
477 1 443 30.2 4 736 1424 30.1 6 034 1212 201 464 128 277

{NA) (NA) (NA) 4 896 1619 33.1 (NA) {NA} (NA} {NA) 137 326

(NA) (NA) (NA) 4 939 1414 28.6 (NA) (NA) (NA} (NA) 117 289

{NA) (NA) (NA) 4 910 1 364 27.8 {NA) (NA) (NA} {NA) 95 249

"Hispanic persons may be of any race.




Table 3. Poverty Status of Families, by Type of Family, Presence of Related Children, Race,
and Hispanic Origin: 1959 to 1986

(Numbers in thousands. Families as of March of the following year. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Male householder,

Female householder,

All families Married couple families no wife present no husband present
Year and -
characteristic Below poverty Below poverty Below poverty Below poverty
Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent Total Number Percent

ALL RACES

With & Without

Chiidren Under

18 Years

1986 .. 64 491 7 023 109 51 537 3 123 6.1 2 510 287 11.4 10 445 3 613 34.6

1985 .. 63 558 7 223 14 50 933 3 438 6.7 2 414 n 129 10 211 3 474 340
62 706 7277 116 50 350 3 488 6.9 2 228 292 13.1 10 129 3 498 345
62 015 7 647 123 50 081 3 815 7.6 2 038 268 13.2 9 896 3 564 36.0
61 393 7 512 12.2 49 908 3 789 7.6 2 016 290 14.4 9 469 ‘3434 36.3
6t 019 6 851 1.2 49 630 3 394 6.8 1 986 205 10.3 9 403 3 252 346
60 309 6 217 10.3 49 294 3 032 6.2 1933 213 11.0 9 082 2 972 327
59 550 5 461 9.2 49 112 2 640 54 1733 176 10.2 8 705 2 645 30.4
57 804 5 280 9.1 47 692 2 474 5.2 1 654 152 9.2 8 458 2 654 314
57 215 5 311 9.3 47 385 2 524 53 1 594 177 1.1 8 238 2 610 31.7
56 710 5311 9.4 47 497 2 606 5.5 1 500 162 10.8 7 713 2 543 33.0
56 245 5 450 9.7 47 318 2 904 6.1 1 445 116 8.0 7 482 2 430 325
55 698 4 922 8.8 47 069 2 474 53 1 399 125 8.9 7 230 2 324 321
55 053 4 828 8.8 46 812 2 482 5.3 1 438 154 10.7 6 804 2193 32.2
54 373 5 075 9.3 46 314 (NA) (NA) 1 452 (NA) (NA) 6 607 2 158 32.7
53 296 5 303 10.0 45 752 (NA) (NA) 1 353 (NA) (NA) 6 191 2 100 33.9
52 227 5 260 10.1 44 739 (NA) (NA} 1487 (NA) {NA) 6 001 t 952 325
51 586 5 008 ‘97 44 436 (NA) (NA) 1 659 (NA) (NA) 5 591 1827 327
50 511 5 047 100 43 842 (NA) (NA) 1228 (NA) (NA) 5 441 1755 32.3
49 835 5 667 1.4 43 292 (NA) (NA) 1210 (NA) (NA) 5 333 1774 333
48 921 5 784 11.8 42 553 (NA) (NA) 1197 (NA} (NA) 5171 1721 33.1
48 278 6 721 139 42 107 (NA) (NA) 1179 (NA) (NA) 4 992 1916 38.4
47 836 7 160 15.0 41 648 (NA} {NA) 1182 (NA) {NA) 5 006 1 822 36.4
47 436 7 554 15.9 41 311 (NA} (NA) 1243 (NA) (NA) 4 882 1972 404
46 998 8 077 17.2 40 923 (NA) (NA) 1-334 (NA) (NA) 4 741 2 034 42.9
46 341 8 391 18.1 40 405 (NA) (NA) 1293 {NA) {NA) 4 643 1 954 421
45 435 8 243 18.1 39 624 (NA) (NA) 1202 (NA) (NA) 4 609 1955 42.4
45 054 8 320 18.5 39 335 (NA) (NA) 1226 (NA) (NA) 4 493 1916 426

With Children

Under 18 Years
33 801 5 516 A16.3 25 571 2 050 8.0 1136 202 17.8 7 094 3 264 46.0
33 536 5 586 16.7 25 496 2 258 8.9 1147 197 171 6 892 3 131 45.4
32 942 5 662 17.2 25 038 2 344 9.4 1 072 194 18.1 6 832 3 124 457
32 787 5 871 179 25 216 2 557 10.1 949 192 20.2 6 622 3122 471
32 565 5712 175 